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and [heart a Voice from Heaven, faying unto me, | 
Iefſed" are the Dead which: dit in the Land, þ Ti 


henceforth'; yea, ſdith the Spirit, that they may 2 
be Tann and their Works do fallow them, 


er weave che Lamb can > * 
2 0 efceibed b — ry 
ny asd Attendance, ind abs Seceals of hin ee | 8 
which is either > Ruine of the Enemy, 8 . 3 
11 ) or the Happineſs of his Friends, (as in r 23.3! In | 1 
the Text we habe a Promiſe of Coofolorion,: wharein I | 3 
Mall obſerve; - - , 
| . of The Promiſer, God, ſet out by. his Nature, He 1 e 
fait to be « Spiri. 4 | f 
3 'The Recorder, Folai, who & ſer forth by. his R. 5 
* * . . 
r Raeder the Dead: " Wick 
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1 
. omitting t 5 x my Diſcouiſ a 
* | 3 - nn requires: Bleſſed are the Deal wick bh 
the Lor 
Ia which we have this Obſervation, That it is a bleſſed 
thiogto die in the Lord. 
No to die in the Lord, is to die in the Faith and Feat, 
in the Favour and Love of Chriſt. 
It is oppoſed here to Backfliders, who begin well, but 
end ill; who begin in the Spirit, but end in the Fleſh, As 
if he ſhould fay, it is thing to begin well, but bet- 
ter to end ſo. It is well that we have made a Profeſſion, — 
but better — ye hold it out to the end. He is not 
bleſſed that be 1 in the Lord; but bleſſed is he that 
Wn dies ig the Lor Eecleſ<7: 1. Solomon ſaith, that the 
bes: Day of ones Death is betrex; than the Day of ones Birth; 
. which I how not how to make god, unleſs. we under- 
| - Rand it, either of the Fleſh which thinketh Death to be . 
-the end of all Evils, or elſe that this Her Death is . 
te entring into Life ever c 
| moſs of Kon rape — Gil, ST — 
en is worſe than t t 
them, if they ſhould never " 421 it t Ind. been. cen — — 
' 11 ho Raa never been er x 


rim 


fil, A 1 2 3611 5 
33 of thoſe Sou $ to keep them bom $i 

and Avenger; it ſecures them from the Blows and Stri 

| of the Perſecutors, they top n tram the 'Noile 


Slander # Scandal.” Wben they once lie in the Duſt, 
their Bqlies are fre 
ger and Thirſt dwell not there; neither is there any fear 


of any malignant Humour to make it look pale and 


wann; only that Corruption that Mortality gave it, and 
Putrefaction which nothing eſcapes : There the Righte- 
ous reſt from their Labours. 

2. Becauſe in the Day of our Birth we are born in 
Sin, and brought forth in Iniquity. That Original Filth 
that was moulded up in the Clay of our firſt Father, 
ſticks cloſe to our Bones, and renders us as miſerable as 
that can make us. | | 

But in the Day of our Death we die in the Lord, our 
Sins and our ſelves then ſhake Hands, and bid an eternal 
Farewel to one another. The Grave ſaith to our Sins, 
as God to the Sea, Hitherto ſbalt than tome, and no fur- 
ther. It is the bleſſed Dying in the Lord that makes that 


Day better; it is their departing in Peace, dying with 


a good Conſcience, in the Fear, Faithꝭ and Favour of 
God, that renders that Day happy; whereas the Day 
of the Death of the Wicked is more bitter than the Day 
of their Birth: For I may ſay of the Wicked whom the 
Son never kiſſed, that when they die they go to the 
Damned. That Day is the Beginning of Evil, for as 


Chriſt ſaid to the penitent Thief, This Day thow ſbait 


be with me in Paradiſe: So he may ſay to the Wicked, 
This Day ſhall ye be with the Devils in Hell. As the 
Righteous die to live for ever, ſo the Wicked die to die 
eternally. ' From this Day of Death, of thine infinite 
Mercy good, Lord deliver us. Bleſſed are they that die 
Why then ſo is Jad and Caiaphas, Herod and Pontius 


Pilate bleſſed / Why then it is no matter how we live, 
if Bleſſedneſt will crown our Death. No, curſed x. 


all rhoſe that die if they dię not in the Lord. It is the 
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ies are freed from Sickneſs and Diſeaſes : Hun- 


_ "by may be 
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dying in the Lord that makes our Death blefſed* Which 


Bl $ is nothing elſe but an Accumulation gf man 
good things together which concur in the Death of the 
Godly. 0 1 8 


Firſt; It renders his Death ſure and ſafe. 
Secondly ; Sweet and comfortable. 
Thirdly; Good and honourable. | 
Foarthly ; Advantagious and beneficial. - 


Fir; Sure: Whereas the Death of the Wicked is un- 
certain; they are to ſeek when they die: as ſor Example 
it is ſaid of Nero that wicked Tyrant when he died, 
Whither wilt thou go, my Soul? or what will become of 
'theeT know not. But the Souls of che Righteous, when 
they die, are committed into Got*s Hands; lub thy 
Had, I commend my Spirit, ſaĩth Chriſt. The Viper 
nor the Adder fall not hurt them. If Gad takes our 
nes his y and Charge, they are ſaſe and 


S.ertonuly; The Death of them that die in the Lord is 
ſweet and comfortable. Death at worſt is but a grim 
Servant, a kan pale- fac d Meffenger, to let the Child. of 
God imo his Parker's Houſe: or, like the Breathing of a 
turnified Sore, there may be a little Smart, but there 
follows a Sent deal of Eaſe. So the Death of the God- 
Hl of Agonies and Grief, full of Dolours and 

Tortures, but there follows as much Eaſe and Tranquil- 
lity as before was Grief and Miſer . 
I. It iscalled a Steep, for the great Refrefhunent it 
brings them: for as Skop was ordained:to cherifh the 
Bodies after their Labours, fo was Death w-detever (the : - 


Righteous out of Troubles. In the 75 Chapter of 5 Me 


n 2 
Aits we tiad, St. Stepben in the Shower of Stones fell a-- 
ſleep, which was ſtrange he ſhould reſt ſo quietly with 
the Noiſe of Stones about his Ears. Although ſome. - 
times they die in great Agonies, yet they die ſweetly that 
die in the-Lord. 5 9 | 
2. It is called a Departure in Peace ; Lake 2. 29. Lord, 
now letteft thou thy Servant depart in Peace, according to 

Word. Altho hitherto I have born about me the Rebukes 
of many, have carried about me the Marks of the Lord 


Jeſus, yet my Mind is ſatisfied, my Heart is at Reſt; let 
now thy Servant Mart in Peace. TE 


3. It is called a gathering to our Fathers: Good King 
Joſiah was gathered to his Fathers. As the Wheat when 
it is ripe is gathered into the Granery ; ſo the Ri 
when they are ripe with good Works, when they are 
in the -Prame and Well-liking, wheg they are fit for the 
Eord, then he gathers them to himſelf. It is to the God- 
ly as an Harbour aſter a Storm (when the Mariner had 


many Fedrs and more Storms in his V oy 

comfortable. 80 when the godly Maß e 

been toſſed with the Waves of this troubleſom World, 
when he hath-eſcaped this Gulph of Fear, and the othet 

of Deſpair, when he hath ſhunned this Rock of Vexa-: 
tion, and that Shelf of Calamity, how gladly doth he 
cominit his cra ſie. Veſſel to that Harbour which will ſecure 
him from all theſe. | V7 


After che long and tedious; Journey which the Wiſe 
Men took to feek him who was born the King of the 
Jews, the Text faith, they rejoiced exceedingly, Now 
if they -rejoiced-to- have found him in a Manger, Luke- 
2.7. what would they. have done to have found him in a 
RET ͤ 77x 2 | 2} 


o 


Now 


(8) 


Ink : Now w ben the Godly Man dies, he finds Chriſt not 


2 witha Croſs but a Crown; not in a Manger, but in 
= 25> thoſe amiable Courts of Heaven, which muſt raviſh his 


Soul with that beautiful Sight. 


But he that was Almighty on Earth, commanded them 

to march for the Buſineſs of their King. Whereupon 

when the Battel was ended, they knew that Nicewor 
lay dead in his Harneſs; and, as an Example to all Blaſ- 

phemers, had his Head cut off from his Shoulders, and 

AS | the 
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1 rided, hated of their Neighbours : So perſecuted they 
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Sience is. a continual be Righ _— 
h he dies in his tender Age; 10 
inold Age; although his 40 | 1 h 
ſearching, and his Troubles many, yet b hath 
the black Score öf his Sins, by the Tera a ng" 
Heart, and ſo dies ſeaſonably. Their Death is onoura- 
ble; Ihe Name of the Wicked hl rr, but the Reghteow 
ſeat be bad in e verlaſting Ramemur 1 
while they live here, it is err Mble ma many ann than 
more for the , Crumbs than t Perſons, more N 
Loaves than their Goodneſs, more out ol Fear han Lovt 
But hen they die they go down to the Puſt wir Dil: 
honour; and their Aſhes are ſcarcely fuller'd to lie qu 
etly. But the Godly, while they live, are 1 ; 


all the Prophets; but when they were . ty 
built them Tombs and Sepulchres. David when he 
was alive, the very Drunkards made Songs upon hig 
but when dead, eſteem him a Man after God's ow 
Joſeph, when be was in Egypt, they caſt him into rot 
jon; 5. but when he ſlept with his Fathers, they mourned : 
. 

It. is an Honour hen u Man comes home from his 
Journey to be welcomed with great r , 
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2 Name abroad, and a Ho 
ian an ye thake are bu the fact Fruita ok; i 
Are, weonly. aut in Carruptioa but we ee, F £ | 
eur future Scare,” whenithis Matal ſhall baue „ 
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EA. 16. (Ad the Duad in all yiſe firſt, ande 
e with him, and live with him for ever: Theſe | 
Le dhe make: the. Death ok. the. Righteous | | 
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and Arcbangels, and all the Hoſt of Heavei 
wih Chriſt not for a . a Month. 


no enjoy, how. much better will a thouſand 


1 Now if you are curious to know the Ry 
this comes to paſs, be it known unto all here | 
cop : B 2 — 


* 
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the Beaſts chat periſh. - 1 Rana 
not in Senſhaliry and Lu: i 
die than to live,” But they that Me 
Chriſt, not in the Tents of OUngodfie 
birations of 'Meſech but the King's Palace 
ters and Crowns, Stars and Intelligences, 


Ends:of Da\s or Miffions of Years, but for e 
Day in God's Freſente is better than a thouſaꝶ 


than one Day? The natural Body chat is nourif 
op yl itnents uy natural Food, no feng 
taft hit che upftold i: when (hey decay, Milli 
to his Duſt. He that lives up the Cre 
tharperifherh he fidech. He chat lives upon H. 

that dies he cracks; but they that die in the Ei 
Let a Man 2 that is never ſo great 
his Fleafure ard Paſtime, wallow in Beds of Roſh 
he. muſt retreat and go dut again. He that hath a 
Leaſe for two or three Lives, it will end at laſt, 
conclades all things: But they that die in the Lord, 
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great part of his 


"Hetween: Chrift and the 


2 
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ert large Enfeoſſment, à greater Dowry 
Devil-promiſed to our Saviour... Chriſt: if he 
fk be would fall. down and worſhip him, he promises 

Hi the Gi d of, the whole World: Yet he doth not ſay, 


N 
> 


-—- and. e to come, are Tours. Conſider then our Sa- 
aur hel ſuffered for. our Sins, underwent the heavy 
Wah sk his Father's Diſpleaſure for us. He was. the 


Devils, triumph'd over; the Grave, and. led; D 
in tice of. er Sting: O Death, where in (by it 


Thus. when, he. had ſuffered in Golgatha, where. his 


E lood tua down upon the Graves of the Dead that were 
Þburiec there, he lay down in the Grave himſelf:., There- 


2,4 s ; 


>; "Bed-which: his bleſſed Body lay in; from. whence it is 


Ft - cha they that die in the Lord are bleſſed, . that is, freed 


here ſome may-ſay, How is their Death that die in the 


e e oftentimes cheir Pains arp 9 gi 
; mar irmakes them ſenſeleſs; their Miſeries ſo { | 


Es 0 .great, 
a&:makes them ſhrink under their Burden ; and their Dif- 
» *$ * | caſes. 


aud Death, Hell and the Grave, Things. preſent, . 


bat, who having the Sins of the whole World caſt 
Fim, went into the Wilderneſs, inſulted over. the 
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rip perfuming. it, that we mayyſafely: lie down in that 


2 thar. Curſe that Adam brought upon them. But 
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eaſes ſometimes ſo noiſom, as bereave them of the Com- 
fort of their Relations. Now is their Death that die thus 
comfortable and. bleſſed? I anſwer, Although the Old 
Man decays day by day, yet the New Man encreaſeth: 
And although their Bodies may ſmart. with Sores, yet 
their Souls may be comforted with the Joy of the Spirit. 
Although St, Pas carried in his Body the Marks of the 
Lord Jeſus, when in danger of his Life, yet he is com- 
forted with the Hopes of a Reſurred ion. The more 
ſharply: their Bodies are tormented, the ſoonet re they 
Pans from their Pains, and the ſooner is their Soul de- 
livereg: from the Burden gf. the Fleſh, Have we not 
read of thofe Martyrs; that daunted the Malice of their 
Perſecutors in the midſt of Flames, their greater Joy: 
over-ruling theſe leſſer. Pains? What although their Ago- 
nies. be ſo great that they take away their Senſe; when 
their Sguls are. raviſh'd with the Contemplation of thoſe * . 
mot#generous Joys they are preſently to be Miftrifs of in 
Paradiſe? And what if their Bodies be ulcerated with 
Sores and Putrefactions, if in Patience: they poſſeſs their 


— k 


+ ſhould ſend for -hiffiþy- the meaneſt Servant he had, yet 
Will Lgo. The Most loathſom Diſeaſe imaginable: is a 
Servant of God, ſent from our heavenly Father to bring 
1 to him. Let our Sickneſs be never ſo, it brings us 


It was the bi of a- good Man, that if his Father 


Bt, our heavenly Father. We will $9, Lord, we will go to 
thee, for thou haſt the Words of ete 


rnal Life We may 
ſee here the happy Condition of the pious Soul, ler his 


© Life be What it will, yet his Death is bleſſed,” Tha. 


Wicked while they live are incloſed in their 0 Fat, 
they come into no Danger like other Men; they tale e 
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Vanity every one with his Neighbour, and their Blaſphe⸗- 
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_ CHIN: 
mies are againſt the moſt High. Lo, theſe are they chat 
prolper in the World, and have Riches in Poſſeſpion 
Here they have the World in a Sling, and do even what 
they liſt; while the pious Soul, to whom it is Meat and  -- 
Drink to do the Will of his heavenly Father, is tor- 
mented and diſtreſſed, of whom the World is weary: yet 

in their Deaths one is comforted: and the other tormented. 

And if there be ſo much Happineſs in his Death, what 
abundance of Peace, Joy and Comfort is there for him in 
the Life&46'come ? . f the Light (faith Chriſt) h M in 

- thee be Darkneſs, that Darkneſs muſt aeed be great. 801 
fay, If the worſt piece of 8 Life be bleſſed, 
what Heart can conceive the beſt ? Let this then bo in- 


ſtilled into the Hearts of all that want the Comfort of a 
godly Life; and if you repent not, ye ſhall want the 
Comfort of «godly Death. For moſt certain it is, thar 
blefſed is the Death of the godly Man, while cu arc 
all thoſe that forget God, and go down to the in 
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Husband or a Wife, &c. lie upon the cold Floors, without 


the Expreſſion of ſome Tears. It is hard to ſtop the 
Floodgates of Nature, Fleſh and Blood is too weak to 
maſter our Paſſions. Sorrow we may, weep we may, 

but not without Hope, for them that ſleep in the Lord. 


To conclude therefore, If the Death of the Godly be ſo 
bleſſed, as it requires our Joy to perfect their Felicity, let 
us wipe away all Tears from our Eyes, ſince after they © 
have lived the Life of Nature they are to live the Life of 

Glory: Since their Life was a Probation of thoſe Patterus 
and Precepts Chriſt left them to keep and obſerve : Since 
they have gained ſo much their Talent that was en- 
— * to them, in ſpite of any Oppoſition, never let it 
grieve us, that they now enter into their Maſter's Joy. 
Now if their Death, and only theirs is bleſſed, why then, 
Oall ye that forget God, endeavour to make your Lives 
anſwerable to theirs. Every one of you, like the Sons of 
Zyebedee,” deſire to fit with Chriſt in his Kingdom, but 
none ſhall ſit-there but ſuch as-can drink of his __ 
None but they that can ſuffer with him ſhall be glorified: 
with him. Therefore let your daily Eabour be, to con- 
form your Lives anſwerable to his moſt holy Will and pi- 
ous Examples, that your Death in his Namie, and through-' 


his Merits, may be bleſſed for evermorg 4 


